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Subject: European Mine-Clearing Capabilities 


Attached is a memorandum on the capability 
of several West European nations to support mine 
clearing operations in the Gulf of Suez' and the" 
-d Sea. I hope you rind the memorandum useful. 
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Washington, DC. 20505 


DIRECTORATE OF INTELLIGENCE 


15 August 1984 


European Mine-Clearing Capabilities in the Red Sea 


Summary 


The Egyptian Government has formally requested US, British 
in S ihl“?JarInce F ^"?aiion“ t EUIO P ea " s “• «9« to assist 


L- .. . „ . 3 — and Embassy reporting, 

fo tclt to thi r |^ y c dlSP ^ C I? ed u mine countermeasures 
forces to the Red Sea which should begin to arrive 

later this week. Additional French forces were slated 
to leave France for Port Said on 13 August. 
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The British mine countermeasures force currently 
Port^iid/ 11 the Eastern Mediterranean is en route to 


have D no? h roS U ^ d i ike t0 dis P atch minehunters but so far 
^ake a / e ^ uest b y Egypt; it would probably 
scene? 1 W6ekS f ° r ° Utch vessels to appear on the 


IiJl!i haS . agreed in P rin ciple to participate in the 
«??S 1 K ar i ng effort and Greece will participate if 
asked by Egypt to do so. The Greeks may offer the use 
n , facilities on Crete, some 500nm from Port 
_°rdance, supply and repair facilities are 
located at Soudha Naval Base, and could be made 
available to multinational force. 
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This memorandum was prepared by 
Office of European Analysis. 
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comments may be addressed to 
Issues Division, 


T -- • uuestions and 
lief of the European 
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West Germany will not dispatch ships to the area, but 
Bonn has suggested that its naval forces may perform 
tasks ordinarily executed by Allied naval units 
withdrawn for service in the Middle East. Turkey has 
jnade no statement on the availability of its forces. 
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„ Of the Allied forces, the Dutch and French units are i-he 
most modern and capable. We believe British units are probablv 
adequate for the task at hand, but London reporJedly is Y 

unconvinced because its minesweepers and hunters lack the mnqf 
up-to-date technology. All three navies have dfmonstrJtld 

reiy to S T » - 
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This memorandum, which reflects information received as of 

type are provided in the glossary. each 
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United Kingdom 


R ° ya ^ NaVY min ^ coun termeasur es force, including four 
TON class minehunters/sweepers and a support ship is current--^ 

- Itallan naval b ase at Taranto to Sf 

^ ■ - . — A fifth 

minehunter/sweeper, now undergoing maintenance at Tarsnt-n 
probably win be ready to sail wi?hin awTIJ'wKi join 

^c^nfc^ 1Sh f °L Ce - Royal Nav y officers have begun informal 
discussions with US and Egyptian authorities, and the United 

Kingdom’s forces will probably operate in thi northern e^d of the 
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Gulf of Suez near the Suez Canal.* We believe the forces out of 
Tarant-n are the only forces London is considering deploying. 


At present, according to the US Embassy in London, the 
purpose of the British force is simply to conduct 
reconnaissance. A decisio n will be made later re garding further 
steps the force may take. ' 
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are concerned aoout cne tecnnical capabilities of 
their ships and do not wish to make promises they cannot fulfill 

25X1 

The TON- class ships were built in the 1950s and converted to 

minehunters in the early 1960s. They are equipped., wi th a 

precision navigation system and minehunting sonar, but lack a 
submersible mine disposal system, relying on diving teams 
instead. They also have a conventional mechanical minesweepinq 
system, but probably lack magnetic and acoustic sweeping 

of U 50-55^meter s 6h ? n ^ in ^ oe ^ ations are lirait ed to a maximum depth 
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Ro 7 a l Navy has extensive experience in mine clearance 
operations. United Kingdom mine warfare ships are well 
maintained; their crews are highly trained and have consistently 
performed well in NATO exercises. The TON-class ships are not 
equipped with the latest mine warfare technology, but we believe 
they are probably adequate for the task at hand, unless they 
encounter floating mines. 1 y 
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Logistical support for the British force will be a problem 
due to the lack of established UK naval support facilities in the 
region. The force's support vessel, a trawler-type off-shore oil 
support ship- the Oil Endeavor — chartered from the merchant 
fleet, has been equipped with a naval communication system, a 
mine warfare command staff and maintenance personnel are 
aboard. Nonetheless, the ship's ability to support mine 
clearance operations, especially for a prolonged period in a 
remote area such as the Red Sea, is probably limited. Additional 
logistic support provisions, fuel, and other supplies and 

^2i!i'S me 5 t ~ _C ?u ld T P ^ sibly be P rovided by other Royal Navy forces 
deployed in the Indian Ocean/Red Sea area. Those forces are at 

their normal peacetime level: a guided missile destroyer, frigate 
and tanker. The two warships each carry a single Lynx light 


*Some UK officers reportedly have expressed concern that the 

j: 11 ® Re f . Sea ma Y b « of Italian manufacture, with glass- 
reinforced plast ic cas ps that would make their detection 
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helicopter that if the ships are directed to the area, could be 
used for support tasks such as mine reconnaissance. The Roval 
Navy, however, will probably need to use EgyptiaS facilities for 
replenishment and maintenance. The United Kingdom is usinq C130s 
to^ovxde some airlift support, but it is likilv to look to the 
United States for additional resupply support. 

France 
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j 

Navy expects to be engaged in mine clearance operations in tho 
Gulf of Suez at the end of the month. A French JSicKl reports 
that French maritime patrol aircraft based at Djibouti have P been 
flying reconnaissance over the Bab el Mandel^in th^ «outh, but so 
far no aid has been requested by Djibouti. 

is Primarily a political gesture /sTnc«T the Navy believes there 

?o™°^ ineS 4 -t n the vi ? inity ?f Jidda. Nevertheless, the French 
• e currently en route to Jidda includes two DOMPAIRE-class 

Ki=^ hUn ^ rS and - a d iY er support ship with a diving team on 

ard. The repair ship Jules Verne, based at Djibouti, also has 
been dispatched to the area. On 13 August the mine 
countermeasures support ship Loire was to depart from Brest to 

f ° rces * Paris will also send two ERIDAN-class 
mmehunters to Port Sa id m response to Cairo's request for 
assistance. ^ 

US-buiT 1 ? ^^S la ? S minehunte r /sweepers bound for Jidda are 
US built AGGRESSIVE-class ocean minesweepers delivered to France 

1970s e m -Jw 9 «r S * ^ s ^P?^ ere converted to minehunters in the 
7„: s * They are equipped with a modern minehunting system that 
includes a sonar and data processing system as well as a 
remotely-controlled submersible for disposal operations We 

fc i G shlps ? lso have minesweeping capability with US-built 
mechanical, acoustic, and magnetic gear. 

PA„i/ renCh forces en route to Jidda and those based in Djibouti 
could support mine clearing operations for a relatively short 
per iod . D ispatch of the Loir e , however , 

The Loire, built m the m id-1 9 6 Os, is designed to provide command 
and control maintenance and logistics support for up to 15 
minehunter s/sweepers for a month. The ship supported the 1981-82 

- 4 - 
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deployment of Fre nch minesweepers to Djibouti, and 

„ experience may have led to 

modifications to the ship t o improve s upport capabilities in 
areas such as the Red Sea. 

Naval air assets in Djibouti include Atlantic maritime 
patrol aircraft and light helicopters. The replenishment ship 
X??r -f r? gsh ?; p of the Indian Ocean squadron— is in the vicinity of 
Djibouti and can carry a light helicopter. The Jules Verne can 
also carry helicopters. Other potential French forces for Red 
Sea operations include a guided missile destroyer, five frigates 
and eight support ships in the Indian Ocean. [ 

The ERI DAN- class ships slated to operate in the Gulf of Suez 
are capable, new ships designed to detect and destroy bottom and 
moored mines. They are equipped with precise navigation systems, 
minehunting sonar, mine-disposal submersibles and have some 
mechanical sweeping capability. ERIDAN-class ships can be 

° U ^ 1 ^ ted to detect mines at depths of as much as 80 meters from 
a distance of more than 500 meters. 


The French forces are modern and well maintained and their 
crews are well trained. According to the US Defense Attache, 
however, they are not readily equipped to deal with driftinq 
mines because they lack air support. The French ships are also 

J?* Sf3 X f!J? d f 2 r ?? n tended operations in the extreme climate of 
the Red Sea and w ill pr obably experienc e maintenance problems. 
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2PA'I 
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Navy and Foreign Ministry officials have emphasized to US 

ii P i? ma n S ^ a o d ° fficials that Paris intends to handle operations 
m the Red Sea/Suez area on a strictly bilateral basis. French 
support facilities at Djibouti are probably more than sufficient 
to support operations in the southern Red Sea by forces en 

How ® ver ' the French would have difficulty operating in 
northern and southern portions of the Red Sea simultaneously 
without outside assistance. They may look to the United States 
to provide some support, especially a precision navigation system 
for minehunting and possibly long-range airlift. Paris probably 
would be willing to press the Djibouti government to allow Allied 
forces to use French facilities, but the F rench will wish to 
avoid a large, highly-visible US presence. 

The Netherlands 

The Dutch have offered two newly-commissioned AL KM AAR- class 
minehunters, which are sister ships to the French ERIDAN-class 
and are awaiting an Egyptian reply. These vessels are equipped 


25X1 


- 5 - 


25X1 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/01 : CIA-RDP85T00287R001 100570001-9 








Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/12/01 : CIA-RDP85T00287R001 100570001-9 


25X1 


with state-of-the-art minehunting systems can lora^ t-h* * n 

nine countermeasures and is proficient such * xten ^ vel y in 
minehunters reportedly are bling ?eS2ied to saij^and 1 ?^! The 
transit time to the Red Sea is estimated t° be L "fets! 

Greece 

might send to the^ed'sea/sHez"^!? 3 area? ln ?he h Gree° r Sa?y A has n i 4 

minesweepers 9 MSC 924s and 5 ADJHTANT-class— station ?,/ 

main nave! base at Salamis. All areoperSuSnal and'h^e a thr 

,,alast lnfluence mines 

their crews ere well trs i npf 

The shinq* ^L^kTTTZ • craine6 n y^uave nu practical experience. 

JogLuc^s "°‘ °i >er ®be S beyond 1 home^waters S without e outside "* 
three^r f«ys £ ^ ^ r ^!LS?T«^r‘ 

Turkey 

K2oS°K.r„?i. t 5SSS^SfSESs SS.SSUSiSf 

VEGESACK:ciass. m p SH£eDerS ” ith ca P a bilities similar lo the 2 
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_ , c The Turki ^ h ADJUTANT-class ships would be of most usp in 4 -h q 

r e ach S por 1 6 Sai d OIlr The ^AY- class ^ the ™ about four days to 
could probably reach the Irea fn^ut two'dajf 

-£ h Hi g r: f 

home waters without outside logistiSal S S uppS?t . ° f erate awa Y from 25X1 
Italy 

The Italian Government has publicly expressed its 
willingness to participate, although noVciac lojces have yet 

- 6 - 25X1 
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been designated. > 

£ ~ *111*3 forces taking 3 par t L^the 

ha f 22 °P erat ional mine warfare vessels Pinhi- * 

st2s^, 

S2“i: d iEr^“.; r £ 

d a ^ 1 o S y t L“t“ n | er90ln9 ^ ea trialS ana «• no t re“aVfor ICI ' ClaSS - 

well.^T^Navy “aiL ta li an - f ° rCeS W ° Uld per£o ™ reasonably 
and its performance in past^nationf? 16 and . mine countermeasures, 
NATO standards. The shils a« V*^ 868 has been “P to 
effective against acoustic or JfnnL * and ± ed and would be 
ship are old, the crews have had 9 ??™’? ^ lnes * Nonetheless, the 

experience, and the force would be ^entir UPPly 
support for refuelina a J nt U f ly dependent upon shore 

probably strain ^he^ivy^s^apabiliuls? 1631109 oper | ation 
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Glossary 


Mines 


^with m the hun Sf £ a z 3hfpf evice that explodes on 

2. Magnetic. A mine that explodes as the result nf rho 

a"passing^shipf t6d in the " ate ' 

3 - b w n 

passing ship and its propellers. Y 

""predetermined dep?S? d under "the^urfacfat 

6 ' ff abed .' Mi " eS that are we ^9hted so that they lay on the 

7 ‘ to 2 fl5Jt'frei? eS - th ?u are not ,_anchored and are designed 

to tloat freely in the water. y 25X1 
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Mine Countermeasures . 

various ttgi fTX s iTnlTrllT^ T to locate 

remotely-controlled submersihl aq fc ^ em *?y using divers or 

accurate navigation sensor a an d the ult of 

short-range sonar. 6 ° f hl 9h-def mition, 25X1 

both mechanlcinPan^more^sophisticated^leet a "? helico P ters use 

iS s to„ea_ through the water to engage anl^tona"^ 

~ uydinst moored !& 

or explosive cutters ? 5 1 f to whlch mechanical 

water. Mine mooting cables are^ut^a^TIh th -° U9h the 
destroyed on the su/face by g^n£?re.' S are 

mfchanioai t drag M sweepers°that aje^o^d cleared ei ther by 
or by electronic sweeping gear. We across th e seabed 

" ■ 1 ““ «• destroyed by 

Against Magn etic and A coustic Mines Flprfmn’ 

helicopter tOWed th^w^^y 0 ^ 6 ^ 3 
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